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No RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

No political disability will be placed on anyone on the ground
of race, creed or colour and, the Congress being wedded to adult
franchise, there should be no difficulty in representatives of any
adult minority getting elected to the legislatures on the strength
of national service.

The Hindustan Times, 9-12-1931

246.   INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS1

LONDON,
December 5, 1931

Mr. Gandhi said that the Commons debate was a distinct victory not only
for the Government but for responsibility at the Centre and the Provinces.

But I fear that the vote does not carry the Indian position
very far. What was outlined hi the Declaration and emphasized
in the debate is far short of real responsibility. The House of Com-
mons vote lands us again in unreality.

The Hindu, 6-12-1931

247.   INTERVIEW TO REUTER2

FOLKESTONE,
December 5, 1931

The English people should believe me when I say that, if it
falls to my lot to fight them, I will be engaged in the fight, never
out of hatred but most surely out of love, even as I have fought
some of my dearest relations. Hence I am determined to make
every effort to continue co-operation as far as it is consistent with
national self-respect.

I must, however, confess that the more I study the Bengal
Ordinance the more I am filled with misgivings of the gravest
character. Bad as is the section which makes possible the inflic-
tion of capital punishment for attempted murder, there are other
sections which are infinitely worse.

We can afford to make a present of a few innocent heads, but
it is impossible to contemplate with equanimity the unmanning

1 Gandhiji gave the interview just before leaving London.

2 Gandhiji gave this interview just before embarking on the steamer, The
Maid of Kent.